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Abraham Lincoln who said, "If the United States is ever
destroyed, it will be from within and not from without." He spoke
of our invincible shorelines-the impregnable fortresses of our rocky
coasts-of our tremendous manpower and natural resources as being
in such formidable array that no foe would dare to strike from without.
His fear was that from within some day there might develop the
moral decay and social corruption which would ruin the country he
loved. The basis for Mr. Lincoln's fear was the cause of the fall of
other nations of the world, once proud and invincible, now lying dead
and forgotten because of their corruption, whose only monument is
a record on the pages of history.
Today America stands on the brink of moral catastrophe. Never
before have so many national leaders called attention to the fact that
the very basis, the very fibre, the very core of this country, has been
shaken by crime, immorality, lethargy, breakdown of the basic home
unit, and a spirit of "Who cares! Let's just eat, drink and be merry."
In this series of addresses, we have carefully searched through
a myriad of statements by those who have taken a lifetime to evaluate
the present status of our beloved nation. Their comments are more
than alarming. Were it not for the fact that the child of God has the
reassuring presence of the Saviour and the Word of God, he would
be frightened and hopeless. No wonder men who have no assurance
of salvation, who have never received Christ as personal Saviour, are
driven to suicide, or lose their minds and become cases for psychiatrist's
couches and mental institutions.
Teenagers have been caught up in this maelstrom of iniquity.
For example, the Chicago Tribune reported this past year that sociolo
gists have estimated that between 35 and 45% of all teenage brides
are already pregnant on their wedding day. With divorces so preva
lent, and easy to obtain, is it any wonder that marriage is no longer
sacred, but merely a convenience?
The reason we feel that the Lord has given us the ministry of
these four schools here at the Bible Institute of Los Angeles is the
importance of grounding our young people in the eternal verities of
the Word of God. From Edinborough, Scotland ( and my ancestry is
Scotch) comes the report that the University of Edinborough surveys
reveal that the longer a student remains at the University, the less
likely he is to retain his faith in God. More than 80% of the first year
students believe in God; however, only about 59% of the fourth year
students do. This is why we need Christian institutions teaching young
people the truths of God's Word. For the sound teaching of the Word
of God is the only sure basis for genuine morality.
Great institutions of learning in America, once dedicated to this
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precept, have long since departed from the faith once delivered unto
the saints. I mentioned these percentages of those who believe in God
before and after college training to a young man who had just
finished studying for a medical doctorate at one of the leading western
universities. He declared, "That sounds pretty good for the Scotch.
At the school I attended, only about 20 per cent believe in God
when they come in and probably less than 3 percent when they
leave." Something is wrong with a country, and with its educational
institutions, when it fails to inculcate into the lives of its students
the truths of God and of His holy Word.
There are several facts we must keep in mind. First, there is
the general problem of weakening moral standards in the country.
Then we have the growing obsession across the nation with sex and
crime. Finally, we recognize three of the problems which face our
young people as well as adults today-pornography ( obscene litera
ture), narcotics and alcoholism.
Our first messages will give you facts relative to the general picture
which confronts us today. Let us be boldly realistic.
Recently, Captain Conrad E. Jensen, of the New York City Police
Department, declared, "After 20 years of service in the New York
City Police Department, I can truly say I have seen juvenile delin
quency in every conceivable form. As the twig is bent, so grows the
tree. There can be no proper training without discipline. The father
who beats the parking meter in the presence of his child should not
be surprised when his offspring acts like a chip off the old block. The
truth is 'righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any
people.'"
How tragic that we spend twice as much money on liquor as we
do on our schools. At a time when more Americans are enrolled in
church than ever before, we find an alarming increase in the number
of crimes committed by our young people. The answer to juvenile de
linquency cannot be found in a program but in a Person, Jesus Christ.
Dr. Wm. J. Brown of Atlanta recently reported at the annual conven
tion of the association of military surgeons that a steady rise in social
diseases has been noted since 1954. This rise is particularly noted
among the youths 15 to 19 years old according to public health reports.
These diseases, which are brought on by promiscuity and immorality,
kill at least 4,000 Americans every year and the nation is paying
$48,000,000 in taxes annually for hospitalization of patients with
mental derangments due to social diseases. This is an increase of over
200% of such cases over a three-year period in such military and recre
ational areas as Boston, Chicago, Houston, and Washington, D.C.,
and here in the west, in San Francisco and Los Angeles. Dr. Brown
also reports that unfortunately we are setting shocking records of
increases in the 15 to 19 year old group. In this group alone it was
reported that infectious disease rose from 45,000 cases a year ago to
4

almost 50,000 this past year. Our law officials realize the severe
penalty of crime.
In Los Angeles, Superior Judge Roger A. Pfaff recently stated that
for every dollar we spend for education in the United States, an addi
tional $1.46 is spent for crime. What is more, crime costs outweigh
church contributions by a 14 to 1 ratio. Dr. Robert P. Shuler, the
well-known "Fighting Bob," whose name has been associated with
evangelical movements for many years, has declared that the reason
perhaps lies in our education circles. He states, "Illegitimacy in our
schools has doubled in less than a decade. This has resulted from
certain sex education that has enlightened the pupils on the processes
by which they may escape detection if caught and, if caught, the way
by which they may destroy the unborn."
Now our national leaders realize the alarming problems. Certainly
there is no one more respected in the field of crime detection and
prevention than Chief J. Edgar Hoover of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. He states, "Again and again I'm questioned about the
rate of current crime. Is the crime problem really getting worse?
Aren't the alarmists having a field day? Isn't the rise in crime perhaps
due merely to the increase in population? Occasionally there is the
all-important question which is too seldom raised, 'What can I do?'"
Mr. Hoover, in answering these questions said, "We cannot dismiss
the reported rise in crime as the work of alarmists. Estimates of the
number of offenses known to police total a staggering amount
actually about 10% more this past year than the previous year. It is
a shocking 23.9% over an average of the previous five years. In terms
of volume alone, crime rose 56.2% above the 1950 level and is rising
4 times as fast as the total population."
Recently, in a report to Attorney General William P. Rogers, Mr.
Hoover stated that more bank robberies occurred during the past
twelve months than in any other period in the history of the FBI.
Now notice that this is a statement by Mr. Hoover and not by any
religious leader. Mr. Hoover asks, "What kind of material is being
promoted on the news-stands and magazine racks-on theater mar
quees? In newspapers, is advertising in bad taste, with gaudy, blatant
sex and violence being promoted as commonplace and normal?" The
answer is an overwhelming and nationally condemning, "Yes!"
Let us consider the truths of this verse:
Fathers and mothers, listen to me!
Who is to blame for delinquencyyou or your untrained girl or boy
Who turned to crime in search of joy?
Do you delight in obeying God?
And train your child with reproof and rod?
Or does he grow from a babe to youth
Devoid of knowledge of Christian truth?
5

They learn of crime and of sinful lust,
But not of Christ Whom they ought to trust.
They learn to lie and to steal and kill,
But not to love and do God's will.
Who is to blame-you or the child,
If he turns to crime and becomes defiled?
Who should go to the prison cell,
The rope or the chair, and a burning hell?
God is your Judge in heaven above,
He bids you repent and find His grace and love.
To turn from your careless, wicked way,
And to start to study His Word and pray.
Forsake the world and the social whirl,
And go to church with your boy and girl,
O, parents pause and listen to me,
For YOU are the cause of delinquency.
Yes, it is true-"righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a
reproach to any people." Let us follow the exhortation to the children
of old, when God said, "If my people, which are called by my name,
shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from
their wicked ways; then will I forgive their sin, and will heal their
land" (2 Chron. 7:14).
Oh, Father, we pray that men and women who have never
accepted Thy Son as their Saviour from sin, may turn to Him ere
it is to late. We love this land, and we pray that as a nation we may
awaken to the dread peril which surrounds us. May America turn
back to Thee and to the love of Thy Word and truth. May these
things of which we have been speaking be so potent as to awaken us
from our sleep that we may be a land which finds wisdom in a
reverential trust in The. For we pray it in the name of Christ, our
Saviour. Amen.
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unusual to hear people say, "Certainly, the religionists
would make all manner of fantastic claims to have us whitewashed
in some sort of revivalistic mumbo-jumbo." I want to make clear
that the statements which we are going to make do not
necessarily come from Christian leaders. Rather, they are made
by our civic leaders. We do not profess to know their religious experi
ence. It is the facts they give us which need to be understood. Some
of the things you will read may shock you, but I do not know
what it will take to awaken our country out of the sleep of death into
which we have fallen. We must understand what is happening and
what needs to be done. Through permission of the Los Angeles Times,
the Register, and Tribune Syndicate of Des Moines, Iowa, and author
Howard Whitman, we have permission to quote recently published
material which appeared in these leading national presses.
Mr. Whitman declares, "The breakdown in moral degeneracy of
the home is felt in almost every avenue of life. Today, in America,
sex has us torn between either two extremes. We flaunt the matter
blatantly as in a movie billboard or screen loaded with sex, or we
blushingly avert our eyes and prefer not to discuss the matter because
it 'ain't quite nice.'"
A Judge in Fairfield, Connecticut, John H. Norton, made sex a
public matter when he warned newsdealers to clear their stands of
obscene material. Judge Norton asserted, "Parents have enough
problems trying to do a good job in raising children without contend
ing with this type of trash. The force of law must be brought to
bear relentlessly against these insidious influences which tend to
warp the young lives of our community." The New York State Assem
bly took a similar stand. It's joint legislative committee on obscene
publications scored the publishers of smut who pander and traffic in
lasciviousness, seeking only to sensationalize and exploit sex, immoral
ity and perversion for profit. For a sixteen-year old boy in Brooklyn,
N.Y., this entire matter ended in a very tragic manner. David Ozersky
was partially blinded. It all happened in his classroom at Thomas
Jefferson high school when a fellow student hurled liquid lye into his
eyes. A month before the incident, the other student had committed
a terrible act of unspeakable, immoral aggression upon David and
had been arrested for it. The lye-throwing apparently was this boy's
revenge. For weeks before, David had lived in terror of him. David's
father had taken him to school to protect him and his mother had
for ten days patrolled the school herslef. The lye-throwing occurred
in the classroom of 34 pupils while the teacher was lecturing on
government.
Recently, in New York, a school principal took his life because he

I

T'S NOT

7

declared he saw no way to curb the growing immorality problem
among teenagers.
The American Social Hygiene Association states that social disease
is on the increase between the 15 to 16 age group particularly in the
Southland.
Newspapers report: From South Bend, Indiana a great number
have been affected with social disease and at a younger age than ever
before. From Kansas, the trend is continuing toward social disease
at a very early age. From Illinois, teenage social disease is increasing
in primary and secondary manner.
Now there have been many attacks made against television. Mr.
Whitman has reported in the Los Angeles Times, "On TV, so sexless
a product as a pharmaceutical is touted with a deep-throated come
hither voice of a sultry woman. A glandular female figure with
suggestive omissions of attire appears in a magazine ad for heavy
duty industrial machinery. The implication is clear. A thousand and
one seductive voices say, 'Come on, you're missing something.
Monogamy is monotonous; forbidden fruit is the sweetest. Haven't
you heard?'"
This is what Harvard sociologist Pitirim Sorokin means by the
continuous pressure of a gigantic army of omnipresent sex stimuli.
This is what the happily married man meant when he asked the
counsellor, "What are they trying to do, wreck my marriage?" Sex
temptation, even though garnished with the art and craft of the best
hucksters in the business, is nothing more than the old "B girl game,"
but the stakes are higher. The B girl is a temptress in a cheap bar
paid by the management to lure a poor dupe into buying her drinks,
which are actually tea at whiskey prices, in the hope that he is going
to get some pretty obvious favors which, of course, he doesn't get.
Recently, when we endeavored to get a program on some television
stations which would be inspirational and helpful to the people, the
television program producers were very sincere in telling us they
were not interested unless there were attractive women on the
program which would bring listeners to the station. They said,
"We're sorry. We like the broadcast. We like the idea, but we have
to meet the needs of the people."
"The assumption that the illicit is better and more gratifying than
the licit is a characteristic of immaturity," comments Dr. Abraham
Franzblau, New York psychiatrist and educator. Interestingly enough,
on another alarming problem, he said, "Millenniums ago the Bible
described the sickness of homosexuality as an abomination and neither
medicine nor psychiatry has been able to do much better." This
statement is not made by a theologian, but is made by a nationally
known medical doctor.
Author Whitman declared, "Sex has become a toy, a bauble. We
play at a titillating game. We adorn our culture with it like sequins
8

on a carnival midway. It speaks to us with a sultry come-hither, but
hither is only a wide screen in a darkened movie or a glossy magazine
cover, or a cold printed page. We're cheated at the game."
Recently, a popular magazine displayed on the cover its two major
offering, "The Sex Anatomy of Success," and "A Sexy Siren." A moving
picture offered itself to the public to try an absorbing drama of sin.
Harvard psychologist-sociologist Pitirim Sorokin, has labeled the
trend "a sex revolution." Every phase of our culture has been invaded
by sex. Our civilization has become so preoccupied with sex that it
now oozes from all pores of American life. The Bible says that a
nation that has forgotten God will bring defeat to itself.
At a recent congress on obstetrics and gynecology, Dr. Goodrich
G. Schauffler of Portland, Oregon, reported that illegitimate births
among teenagers has doubled in the last fifteen years. He attributed
this to a wave of sex hysteria. Nowadays young people are exposed
to teachings like those of Freud. The result in our public schools should
be no surprise. Dr. Frederick Weiss, a British observer with the Caren
Horney Clinic, gave this analysis: "Over-emphasis on sex occurs at
times during which anxiety and tension permeate public life and
the prospect for full and constructive living appears poor. The real
meaning of life seems to be lost. Sex may become an over-evaluated
substitute narcotic against anxiety and hopelessness, a stimulant to
overcome a feeling of inner emptiness, paralysis and inhibition."
Statistics do not lie. Moral delinquency in America is on the
alarming increase. This is not shallow pessimism. It is sheer realism.
Sexual sin is playing havoc with the youth of our beloved land. Are
we following the lascivious, devastating example of Sodom and
Gomorrah?
Four attitudes are possible in this ethical crisis. One may cheerfully
ignore it and spend his time reflecting on the rosy aspects of his
contemporary culture. Or he may condone it on the ground that youth
will be youth, and that what our fathers used to call sin is actually
psychological maladjustment. Or, he may recognize it as dangerous
but adopt spineless, ineffective methods to combat it; he may appoint
committees, issue innocuous manifestoes, scold the erring young
people mildly and piously urge them to mend their ways. Or, he
may do that which we seek to do on these programs. We recognize
moral delinquency and decay for what it really is-SIN-and combat
it with the only remedy man has, that remedy which is found in the
Word of God, the Bible. We read in Romans 3:23, "For all have
sinned, and come short [are continually falling short] of the glory
of God." and in Jer. 17:9: "The heart is deceitful above all things,
and desperately wicked: who can know it?" and Rom. 6:2-3 states: "For
the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord." Jesus said, "Verily, verily, I say unto you,
He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, HATH
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everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed
from death unto life." (John 5:23).
My friend, the answer to the crisis in morality in our country
and we know that it is just that, a crisis--is in the individual, not in
the nation. "Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to
any people." It is not good enough to have had godly grandparents.
It will not suffice just to frequent a church. Being good neighbors and
kind to others is not the answer. Our people, our men and women,
are sick. Their illness, simply named "sin," can only be cured with
the life-giving blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, shed on Calvary's cross
for the remission of our sins.
Have you ever accepted Him as your personal Saviour? The Bible
says, "But as many as received him, to them gave he power to
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name"
(John 1:12). If you are a Christian, pray for our nation, for our
president and all in authority, that we may return to that place of
fearing God, that place which is truly the beginning of wisdom. I am
not a prophet, nor the son of a prophet, but I say to you in all
sincerity, unless we do, America, our blessed land, is heading for
certain destruction far worse than a fate of being destroyed by bombs
and falling into enemy hands. We need to, we must, return to God.
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of boys of a large, 2000 enrollment, California high school
recently told me, "You know, I can't understand what is the
matter with the thinking of parents today. They let their children,
their teenagers, get into trouble, and then just shrug it off, thinking
that by some magic these boys and girls will turn out to be model
citizens. It just doesn't happen that way." Without question, one main
reason for the moral decay among our youth is that they see such a
moral laxity in the lives of adults.
Philip Wylie (author of "Generation of Vipers") said, "The Amer
ican people are more preoccupied with sex and more frightened of it
than any others. We're just an obscene people."
It is no wonder that Edmund de Caussin, Jr., said at the time his
six-year-old daughter, Mary, was criminally assaulted and murdered:
"I do not blame the man as much as the society that produces such
men. It's a society that allows sex magazines on the stands for our
kids to read, a society that measures Hollywood stars by a tape
measure around their anatomies, a society where the telling of dirty
stories and using foul language is commonplace. These things produce
sex perverts out of people who have the slightest abnormal tendencies.
They are encouraged by everything around them. Until the day society
changes its fundamental moral principles and reasserts a belief in
God, we will have sex perverts."
Without question, our country is in much the same condition as
the Roman Empire when it fell. If you have read Edward Gibbon's
The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire you know he gave these
reasons for Rome's fall:
1. The rapid increase of divorce and the undermining of the
sanctity of the home.
2. The mad craze for pleasure and the brutalizing of sports in
every imaginable manner.
3. The decay of religion and fading of faith into mere form, thus
becoming too impotent to serve as a guide to the people.
4. The spiraling rise of higher and higher taxes and the spending
of public money for free bread and circuses.
5. The building of gigantic armaments and the failure to realize
that the real enemy lay within the gates in the moral decay of the
people.
If these are some of the reasons why Rome fell, then how near
we are to the same fate! Much earnest prayer is needed for a great
revival in America! Who can tell, perhaps even now in this mad,
late hour, we may avoid the doom of a "twentieth century Rome!"
"Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any
DEAN
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people" (Prov. 14:34). Unless we become a nation of righteous people,
we can expect trouble and disaster.
According to national publicists, this nation has become proficient
in many areas. One need not stray too far in the stream of life to
realize that we have become adept at cursing and swearing-another
cause for moral degeneracy. Where there is no respect for God, there
is no respect for the laws of man.
It is time now to arrest profanity. Profanity has become so common
that even children shout it at each other on their playgrounds. Holly
wood luminaries use such vile terms that the words cannot even be
quoted in our daily newspapers. We find that in congress, in legis
lature, in some high offices, in many public speeches and in the
public press, vulgar and profane language now seems to be taken
for granted. May we say that profanity is a moral menace because
it so often is a symbol of personal and public abandonment of moral
ideals and common reverence for God. Profanity is one of our national
vices and filthiness of speech leads to filthy living. That is the reason
why blaspheming God's name was made a capital offense under the
law of Moses. The Bible says, "And he that blasphemeth the name
of the Lord, he shall surely be put to death, and all the congregation
shall certainly stone him: as well as the stranger, as he that is born
in the land, when he blasphemeth the name of the Lord, shall be put
to death" (Lev. 24: 16).
Recently, the magazine SEE/ HEAR quoted the manager of a tele
vision network continuity department, who frankly and boldly stated,
"My pet peeve is the prevalent idea that the public is immature and
prudish. People are far more intelligent than they're believed
to be, and I don't think they want life as it is portrayed on TV to be
white-washed. But we also take a stand that TV cannot be used for
sensationalism."
The manager also stated that profanity is always taboo but that
the strict definition of profanity has changed in recent years. Accord
ing to a ruling set down by the Supreme Court, "damn" and "hell"
are not profanity, but are considered slang. In today's general usage
they are considered expletives. "We've very often had to cut profanity
out of a show," he declared, "it isn't generally written into the script.
The words usually just slip out when an actor gets wrapped up in his
part and uses these words involuntarily."
If such a common medium, viewed by our boys and girls, uses
profanity, call it what you will, is it surprising to see these youths
write things much worse in chalk on sidewalks and walls?
But moral degeneracy is not confined to things of the flesh or sex.
The most appalling thing about the crime news today is that so many
offenses are being committed by people who ought to be on the front
line of delinquency prevention! Here are some stories that appeared
in a recent edition of a New York newspaper:
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A city policeman was sent to Sing Sing for selling police uniforms
to two former convicts who were planning a holdup. Seventeen parents,
including a mother of twelve children, were arrested in relief frauds.
The controller of a city hospital was ousted for failure to "carry out
properly" the responsibility of his office. A commissioner of jurors
in Ulster County was accused of lying to a grand jury investigating
alleged kickback practices in purchases of road equipment. A 26-year
old Brooklyn school teacher was guilty on vice charges.
We read of other instances: A New York City youth board counsel
was recently fired for supplying a teenager with narcotics. A social
worker for a private agency was dismissed for giving a boy liquor.
The mayor of a small town was picked up in a subway restroom on
a morals charge. By giving a "bottle" to the right person, a lawyer got
a client off jury duty. A well-known hotel executive and trustee for
a social agency was indicted for evasion of $80,000 in income taxes.
These are the individuals whose chiseling, cheating, and chicanery
cause today's boys and girls to become confused, incorrigible, or
criminally inclined.
What then is juvenile delinquency? It is but the reflection of adult
modes, morals, and methods. Actually, there is no form of juvenile
vice, violence, or viciousness that does not have its counterpart on the
adult level.
One great cry in answer to the problem is, "Get rid of the slums,
and you'll get rid of delinquency." In New York City alone billions
of dollars have been spent on housing projects and slum clearance
programs. Yet juvenile arrests continue to rise. And because there
has been so much delinquency with these areas, the housing authority
has had to employ extra police.
We hear answers to every side. Pay high salaries to teachers and
social workers! Build more elaborate school buildings! Expand the
system of vocational education! Put psychologists and psychiatrists
in every school! Erect more comfortable prisons! Build more play
grounds! Have special courts for children! Change the labor laws
so that 14 and 15-year olds can go to work! Punish the parents! These
are the solutions of the "experts" who would lick our nation's delin
quency problems. We have even called in public relations specialists
for gags, gadgets, and gimmicks; and they have dreamed up all sorts
of stunts, slogans, and spedal weeks to get people "prevention con
scious." These are the things we have done, and are still doing.
A lot of money has been spent. We have done everything possible
in a material way to prevent and combat delinquency, and the
problem is still with us-and to a greater degree. This is not to say
that we should retain slums or become indifferent to the building of
new schools and playgrounds. It is to say, however, that material
considerations are not enough. We cannot buy our way out.
13

There is an answer. It lies in a complete commitment to Christ
on the part of men and women everywhere.
A juvenile delinquency prevention program does not begin in
Madison Avenue's advertising agencies. It does not begin in courts,
camps, or clubs. It does not start with a PTA committee or a congres
sional investigation, fine and useful as these may be.
Delinquency prevention begins in the hearts and minds of fathers
and mothers before their children are born. It begins the day parents
dedicate their lives to Christ.
Dedication to Christ involves more than church attendance, mem
orizing Scripture, tithing, or strict adherence to ritual. It is more than
sectarian loyalty or denominational zeal. These things are fine, and
they should be encouraged. But they are not enough. Dedication to
Christ goes much deeper. The best delinquency preventive is the
exemplary life of parents.
Here is the greatest challenge ever faced by the Christian church:
The need for complete commitment to Christ has never been so mani
fest. The need for Christian living in our daily lives has never been
so evident.
Dark and desperate as it may seem, the situation is not in any
sense hopeless. There is hope, and that hope is in Christ.
Our Saviour Himself declared, "I am come that they [ that is,
those who receive Him as Saviour from sin] might have life, and that
they might have it more abundantly" (John 10: 10). The crisis is
imminent, not only on the national level, but on the personal level.
The judgment of the nation is one thing, but the Bible tells us that
everyone, regardless of race or creed is accountable to God and one
day must stand before Him. "Behold, now is the accepted time; behold
now is the day of salvation" (II Cor. 6:2).
Our blessed Heavenly Father, in the light of this crisis in morality,
what manner of men ought we to be. May the overwhelming evidence
of the sinfulness of the human heart be cause for men and women
and boys and girls who have never received Thy Son as Saviour to turn
to .Him for salvation just now. And then may true Christians unite
in prayer as never before for the sake of this nation and its leaders
that we may return to Thee and to the paths of righteousness. For
we pray it in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Dr. Clifford R. Adams, educator and marriage counsellor, has listed
as one of the prime causes of family instability, the misapprehension
of the goals to be achieved in marriage. He holds at least partially
responsible Hollywood's fantastic portrayal of family life. At the
University of Chicago, psychology professor Mandel Sherman con
ducted a study of the emotional impact of celebrity standards upon
young girls and concluded: "The amount of neurosis and sheer
unhappiness that stems from this conflict is staggering."
America's public schools are under fire for laxness in equipping
the nation's young people intellectually and academically because
of the lag in the current space satellite program, as we are compared
with Russia. This charge has been made repeatedly but more than
that, our schools are under indictment for failing to provide the moral
fiber which has made this country great, and is necessary to produce
intelligent leaders.
Americans are now in the throes of a sex obsession unparalleled
in the nation's hitory. The U.S. Public Health Service reports 36%
increase in illegitimacy in six years and that the mothers of 40%
of these illegitimate babies are teenagers. Studies indicate that close
to 70% of brides have had premarital sex experience. This is twice
as prevalent as it was a year ago. In a well-to-do Chicago suburb, a
high school physical education instructor had girls coming to her
asking, "Is it wrong to go all the way with a boy?" Their parents
had swapped mates regularly and they saw no reason why they
should not indulge. The frightening fact is that Christians boys and
girls may well be drawn into this picture. Just because they come
from Christian homes is not sufficient insurance that they will not be.
A Wheaton college professor wrote about an article in a national
women's magazine which recounted the story of a young bride-to-be
who went to her high school physician for a premarital examination.
He expressed surprise that she had not had any sex experience before
that time, because 60% of the girls in the school had. Flabbergasted,
the young woman went to her pastor. He indignantly labeled the
doctor's remark as vicious and scandalous, for many of the girls were
in his church. The doctor persuaded him to get the facts and within
thirty days the doctor had the evidence. One of the high school girls
committed suicide because she was pregnant. Two girls had abortions;
one bore an illegitimate child.
These are the facts that must be faced squarely. Christian young
people are in moral danger and Christian education is the last stand
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against moral degeneracy. It is futile to try to place the blame. The
home, the church, the school, the community all share in the responsi
bility. Secular society has lost its Christian character and Christian
institutions must compensate for this deficiency. According to studies
of the Department of Health clinic in San Francisco, the basic causes
for juvenile delinquency are these:
1. The need for acceptance. Feeling insufficiently loved and
admired, the youngster seeks ego reinforcement in sexual acceptance.
2. Rebellion. Sex activity is a way of getting even with parents
or others in authority.
3. Lack of confidence. In a boy this may be a desire to prove his
maleness, and the girl may wonder if she is capable of normal physical
response.
4. The drive to conformity. Adolescents are under terrific social
pressure. They must dress the same, use the same accepted slang,
idolize the accepted singing sensations. "Going steady" is the thing to
do. Necking, petting and going all the way are things everyone is
doing. Can it be wrong?
If these four motives are valid, then Christian education surely
has the answer. These basic needs can be met in Christ who died for
the unloved and the rebellious, who imparts confidence in His shed
blood, who gives power to be not conformed to this world. Young
people must learn that sex is a natural urge. It is God-given, not only
for the propagation of the race, but for man's pleasure in the union
of marriage alone. The result of the misuse of sex is thoughtless,
pointless crimes.
Recently, in Southern California, two 19-year-old narcotic users
admitted the slaying of a high school honor student, but claimed the
death weapon was discharged accidentally during an attempted
holdup. They said, "We didn't mean to shoot him, it just went off."
According to the police officials, both had needle marks in their arms
from narcotics injections. Is this difficulty with morality, the crisis
which we are facing, only in restricted areas? What an appalling
indictment upon the nation it is that the highest rate of illegitimacy
is in the District of Columbia, Washington, our nation's capital, with
188.1 children per 1,000 born illegitimate! The youth council of the
district engaged in independent research from Stanley K. Bigman, and
made the recommendation that something be done immediately. He
reported that of the 185 pregnancies in the District of Columbia public
school system, there were 129 of them in the Junior high schools. Note
that! In the Junior high schools! Dr. John R. Page, Director of the
City's Southwest Health Institute, states that the most recent statistics
indicate that about 37% of the unwed mothers are teenagers.
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover of the Federal Buerau of Investigation has
said frankly that America is facing an emergency, a crisis which
threatens the very future of our nation. It is the emergency of juvenile
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delinquency. The tide of youthful lawlessness is rising at a terrifying
pace. By 1962, 1,000,000 of our teenagers will be arrested each year
if we continue at the present rate. Unless this counter attack is suc
cessful, no street or park in the nation will be safe. Worst of all,
every child in the nation will be exposed to the vicious acts of the
delinquent minority.
Many of our leaders are becoming deeply concerned that the very
security of the nation may be threatened. Many thoughtful people
are asking, "What is behind this new emphasis on impurity and im
morality? How can it be stopped? What can we do?" The Scriptures
teach that back of the world system in which we live is a supernatural
satanic power. Job once said, "The earth is given into the hand of
the wicked ... " (Job 9:24). Jesus, speaking to the sinners of His day
said, "Ye do the deeds of your father ... " (John 8:41). "Ye are of
your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do . . . "
(John 8:44).
Jesus called Satan "the prince of this world." The Bible teaches
that he is the "god of this world who blinds the minds of them which
believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the
image of God, should shine unto them." The Bible teaches that Satan
can transform himself into an angel of light and deceive even Chris
tians! Thus, impurity has a better press agent than purity. Satan, in
selling sex wholesale, plays up the momentary thrill, but the conse
quences of this vicious sin are played down. Satan fails to speak of
the remorse, the futility, the loneliness and the spiritual devastation
which goes hand-in-hand wth immorality. Nothing is said of the
broken homes, the shattered lives, the fevered brains and the diseased
bodies which result from living impurely.
Impurity mocks and deceives. Paul, writing to Titus, indicated
that he knew the deceitfulness of immorality before he came to know
Jesus Christ. He said, "For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish,
disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures ... " (Titus
3: 3). This sin has deceived kings, prophets, sages, saints and even
preachers. Do not think for one moment that you are immune to its
blight. Abiding in Christ means in union with Christ. The complete
surrender of self to the Holy Spirit gives power to conquer temptation
and sin and to withstand successfully the onslaught of Satan in the
world. The young person must see this in his parents and in his
teachers as well. Clearly the responsibility of Christians is to help
meet the moral crisis of our day. It is a great challenge. It can and
must be met in the home and in the church level, but dominating as
it does the major portion of the time and energy of the young person,
the school is in a key position.
This is why we are training young people at Biola who have been
well-schooled in the glorious gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ and
will go forth and teach in both public and Christian schools. While
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there are barriers against a strong Chistian testimony in public
schools, Christian teachers can "live the life." No Biola student is
ever graduated who cannot win a soul to Christ.
If you have never found Christ as Saviour, my friend, if you have
never confessed yourself a sinner in God's sight, if you are a parent,
for the sake not only of your own soul, but also for that of your child,
receive Christ as Saviour today. And if you are a young person, it is
true, the older folk perhaps have no idea of the moral temptations
which are thrown in your way, but, listen, there is a power which
breaks the power of sin. It is found only in the Lord Jesus Christ,
and in the knowledge of Him as your personal Saviour. "For if thou
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in
thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved" (Rom. 10:9). May it be true. May it be real in your heart
today.
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all become greatly alarmed at the growing number of
senseless crimes of evil and passion which without question are
increasing daily. J. Edgar Hoover of the FBI reports an incident which
occurred in Philadelphia. A young foreign student was returning from
mailing a letter near the campus of his university last spring when he
was accosted by an eleven-member juvenile gang. Two of them
shackled the student's arms. Others knocked off his glasses and began
beating him. A black jack, lead pipe and hard-toed shoes were used.
The young man's face was chopped to an unrecognizable pulp and
his clothing was searched for the money he didn't have. Within
minutes after the police arrived on the scene, the victim of this brutal
attack was dead. What had his eleven attackers, all teenagers, been
seeking? The admission price of thirty-five cents to attend a neighbor
hood dance! Mr. Hoover declared that this was blind, senseless brutal
ity, with no conscience, no sense of right and wrong. In a day when
spiritual values are so important, here are young people who are try
ing to rule out God.
Recently, in the Long Island area of New York, the following
prayer was found to be unconstitutional by the state's Supreme Court.
See what you think. "Almighty God, we acknowledge our dependence
upon Thee and we beg Thy blessings upon us, our parents, our
teachers and our country." This, my friend, is a prayer that was offered
in a public school and found to be unconstitutional. Said school board
president, William Vitale, "I can only conclude that this suit is a
premeditated act to undermine the American heritage. This is not a
religious issue. It is simply a matter of giving our children additional
moral and spiritual help in recogniton of God." School board lawyer,
Bertram Daiker, commented, "The Supreme Court itself starts each
day with the words, 'God bless the United States in this honorable
court' so how can God be unconstitutional in the public schools them
selves?"
Recently, I had the opportunity to present facts of the crisis in
morality to a local church group. I wanted to point out that every day
in our newspapers there is an alarming indication of the increasing
terrible degeneracy and corruption in the United States. Let me give
you an illustration: On Monday, a report came from the Pacific North
west that a missing Camp Fire girl had been found slain by a fiend.
On Tuesday, these are just the headlines, "Woman admits having
role in bride's death. Police say believe crime linked to illegal surgery
on young victim." Wednesday, "Four state policemen fired for test
cheating. Two others quit under fire in the outgrowth of investigation
in the stolen examinations." Also, Wednesday, "Two Long Beach men
swap wives in Nevada when couples meet at office parties. Women
share motel room in Las Vegas." Thursday, "Man relates strangling
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of his estranged wife. Musician says she threatened him with hammer
as he knelt pleading to return." Friday, "Death in home called mur
der." Friday, "Newport Beach court hears plea of youths. Vacationing
teenagers parade by bar. Judges sent only one of 250 to jail." Satur
day, "Family friend held in Fresno sock murder," and on Sunday,
this report in a column written by a motion picture commentator
for the Los Angeles Times, describing a current film production. "This
movie is as frank as the Broadway original in situations and dialogue.
The producer last week foresaw the refusal of a code seal. Undeterred,
he announced, 'We may limit it to adult showings in first-run situa
tions and not even worry about the seal.'" Remember, these are
comments made not by a preacher, but from within the theater in
dustry itself.
New York film critic, William K. Zinsner, viewed a film which
lasted for 120 minutes. He declared there were two hours of fondling
and obstetrics and a lot of vulgar talk which would leave most of
the audience feeling like unwilling "Peeping Toms." Of this same
film, the Saturday Review of Literature commented, "There is no
concealing the fact that though technically the film is the producer's
most skillful to date, it also is one of the most unhealthy and amoral
pictures ever made in the country." Time magazine said of it, "Just
possibly the dirtiest American-made motion picture that has ever been
legally exhibited."
J. Edgar Hoover has declared that the tide of youthful lawlessness
is rising at a terrific pace. Unquestionably the heart of the juvenile
delinquency problem rests with the home. When fathers and mothers
fulfill responsibilities of parenthood, juvenile crimes cannot exist.
Francis Melrose, dramatic editor for the Rocky Mountain news
papers, has stated: "Let's hope 1960 will bring a change in movies.
Not that movies aren't bigger, brighter and more beautiful than
they've been for several seasons, for they are, but they've also made
a great mistake this past year. In an all-out effort to compete with
television, movie makers have gone to deplorable lengths. Then, in
order to properly emphasize what they've done, they have produced
some ads that not only are in questionable taste but that are also
downright degrading to the whole industry. Marriage, the sanctity
of the home, and the traditional punishment for doers of wrong, seems
to have gone down the drain, or would 'sewer' be a better word? One
movie I have in mind is offensive beyond degree and it is also com
pletely unrealistic. When a boy and girl are caught up in their folly,
they marry and go blissfully off to live on an island where they always
wanted to be anyway. What parental remonstrance is offered is mild
to say the least." So states the dramatic critic of a Colorado newspaper.
Yes, juvenile delinquency is on the increase. It is going to continue
increasing until somehow each of us as individuals finds, believes,
and obeys the blueprint of a successful, happy, law-abiding life as
found only in God's Word. These are some of the truths that we dis20

cover there: "Train up a child in the way he should go and when he
is old he will not depart from it;" "Honor thy father and thy mother
that thy days may be long upon the earth;" "Children, obey your
parents in the Lord, for this is right;" "Parents, provoke not your
children to wrath, but bring them up in the nurture and admonition
of the Lord;" and then that great commandment, "Thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind . . . And the second is like unto it, thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself." These are the definite and positive instructions
that must take the place of any magic or legal "mumbo jumbo" that
professionals may try to use to cleanse human hearts.
It may be true that juvenile delinquency is about like the soap-
that is, 99 44/100 per cent pure parental delinquency. But, parental
and juvenile delinquency can best be expressed in the three-letter

word-sin.
What can concerned Christians do to help reduce these problems?
Surely we can uphold the fundamental truths of the Bible, live our
professed Christian convictions every day of the week, and guide our
own children in the admonition of the Lord. If our parents would
begin in their homes family prayer and Bible reading, they would by
precept and example instill in their offspring at an early age an
abiding respect for God's truth and man's laws.
A famous child psychologist is old-fashioned enough to write:
"A child who has not been taught the meaning of the word 'No' by
the time he is four years old has spent four years in the academic
school of crime."
Ministers in our churches ought to go beyond "God is love" and
teach their flock that God is also a God of law and order and that
always "the wages of sin is death." Many young people are crying
for knowledge and are sick and tired of the "milk-toast" that is regu
larly parceled out to them in sermonette style through some of the
literature from our religious presses.
Let me sum it up in this well-known verse:
Last eve I paused beside a blacksmith's door,
And heard the anvil ring the vesper chime;
Then looking in, I saw upon the floor
Old hammers, worn with beating years of time.
"How many anvils have you had," said I,
"To wear and batter all these hammers so?"
"Just one," said he, and then, with twinkling eye,
"The anvil wears the hammers out, you know."
And so, thought I, the anvil of God's Word,
For ages skeptic blows have beat upon;
Yet though the noise of falling blows was heard,
The anvil is unharmedThe hammers gone.
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Yes, the Word of God, the Bible, still stands as man's only answer,
man's only hope for this crisis in morality. But what of this Book of
eternal truth? Have you centered your life and the teaching of your
children around it? Are you letting it dwell in you richly? If you
have never received the Christ of the Bible, the only begotten Son
of God, as your Saviour, do it now. How can you be saved? Just simply
by confessing yourself a sinner in God's sight, and pleading the salva
tion which He alone can give through the death of Christ upon Cal
vary's cross. We'd like to help you. We'd like to counsel with you.
If you don't know Christ, if you're not a Christian, we want to be a
spiritual help to you. This nation is facing a peril. Men like J. Edgar
Hoover know it. Our congressmen know it. Our ministers know it.
Have you realized it? Or, will you let Satan continue to dissuade you
and let you sleep on the sleep of death? "Behold, now is the accepted
time, behold now is the day of salvation." "He that believeth on Him
is not condemned, but he that believeth not is condemned already,
because he hath not believed on the name of the only begotten Son
of God."
Our Father, cause men and women to make this decision today as
they see their utter and complete hopelessness apart from Thee. And
may Christians pray for our president and all in authority, and for
our neighbors and other people in the community, that ere it is too
late, men's hearts may turn to Thee. We pray in Jesus' name. Amen.
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by national leaders give us the confident understanding
C that the seeds
of moral destruction and defeat already have been
OMMENTS

sown by the enemy in our country. It is being declared that perhaps it
is already too late to do anything about the downfall of this great na
tion. We would certainly not go so far as to make such proclamations,
for we know that God is still on the throne, and that our times are
in His hands. But, let us look for a few moments today at some facts
which should alarm and startle us.
For instance, America is the gamblingest nation in the entire
world, according to a Life editorial and the Gallup Poll. Gambling
has developed into one of the nation's biggest businesses and most
thriving entertainments. Fifty million adult Americans and numerous
minors participate in this national sin every year. They spend more
than 30 billion dollars annually, which is a sum more than the com
bined profits of the top 100 manufacturing companies in the United
States. Gambing is a national vice.
Then, let's look at T.V. Isn't it strange how the world has captured
the imagination of the Christian? A listener recently wrote, "We paid
a mechanic twenty-three dollars for the repair of our television set."
Many people have such expenses, and pay them to keep the "one
eyed monster" ready to entertain their children. But, if that same
money had been given to missions, or even to purchase books for
good reading for the children, what a difference it would have made.
We have the money for T.V. repairs, but when it comes to character
building literature, we can't afford it.
And, what do the children see? Recently a television series was
introduced with a special hero where sex and sadism were intertwined
into a skein suitable only for the pages of a psychopathic dictionary.
It may be all right for application in a course of medical treatment,
but certainly not for the family's 21" screen. Here in Los Angeles,
a popular "rock-and-roll" singer made what the Los Angeles news
papers called a "frantic show." A New York critic said that the per
formance was absolutely frightful with the cynical pandering to the
most violent sexuality not too far short of Sodom and Gomorrah. A
clinic in New York coments: "The sweater girls are all symptoms of
modem woman's shift away from motherhood. No wonder that we
are presenting distortion and neurosis masked as entertainment."
In Cincinnati, a group of parents expressed shock at a teenager's
party which got so wild and so sodden that it had to be broken up
by police. When some of the youngsters were questioned, one re
marked it was exactly the kind of party you see on T .V. and in the
movies, only maybe more mild. Youth lives in a climate of imitation.
To be like the crowd or gang, to imitate their elders, to pattern their
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existence after what they've seen on T.V. and to be like the popular
idols of today, is all that they know.
Dr. Goodrich C. Shauffier of Portland, Oregon, comments: "Perhaps
you and I laugh at the writhings of the rock-and-roll idol on T.V.
or the exaggerated posturings of the lurid women on the covers of
pocket books and in the movies. We may laugh or turn away in
disgust according to our natures, but to children these things are sex
education." A psychology professor in a midwest university was
gathering data on the dating habits of students. He conducted a poll
among the boys on the campus, asking what sort of relationships they
wished to establish with the girls they dated. The results were so
shocking that we would not even dare to report them in this booklet.
Recently, New York City was shocked to learn in November when
the current school year was just two months old that 1,250 girls under
16 already had been dismissed for pregnancy. This, compared with
1,000 pregnancy dismissals for the entire preceding school year and
300 for the year before. Think of it, in two months, more than 1,250
under 16: The question was put to psychiatrist Frederick W. Der
shiner, former medical director of the Utah State Hospital. He tersely
replied, "We're selling them kicks, not true values to live by, but
kicks. Have we any right to astonishment then when youth lives by
them?" Plato wrote, "What is honored in a country will be cutivated
there." Where the moral standards of the country have deteriorated,
is there any wonder that corruption has been growing so alarmingly
rampant?
The public, of course, is anxious to find some panacea that would
eradicate the problem. Society has already indicated that it is willing
to spend huge sums of money to find and apply the cure. Slum elimi
nation, recreation facilities, bigger and better schools, teenage clubs,
stricter police action and more drastic punishment, summer camps,
and work projects are some of the things that have been suggested
and tried. Why is it then that juvenile delinquency is on the increase?
A materialistic society has sought material means to eliminate the
problem. While these things are good and necessary in some instances,
they are not the answer to the grave problem confronting the nation.
Sin within the human heart is the basic cause. Man's sinful nature
is susceptible to many influences from within and without. Sin can
either be restrained or awakened to greater activity. If society is to
be saved, means must be sought to control juvenile crime; and what
ever is feeding the sin of youth must, if at all possible, be eliminated.
The church should have bowed her head in shame at the critical
Easter editorial in Life magazine. In raising the question why God
was not real to Americans, the editor answered, "Partly because of
the blight of secularism in the churches, which have become just
another valued branch of American democratic culture instead of its
center. What used to be the minister's study is now his office, and as
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a busy agent of the social gospel, he is less a spokesman of God than
a useful citizen, making East Overshoe a better place to live."
The terrible tragedy of the social gospel is that in its major con
cern for better environment, it has forgotten the soul of man. And
what shall it profit the church before God if she gain riches of the
world for man, but lets him lose his soul?
Next to the influence of church and family is that of the school.
The tragic breakdown in family discipline is little counteracted in
school life. Senator Estes Kefauver recently made this statement which
had been issued by a pastor friend of his: "Let it suffice for me to
say that our educational system breeds moral irresponsibility."
Our schools create in many of their students, perhaps most of
them, a sense that the world belongs to them without necessary pre
liminary labor. Those brought up in such a system learn to regard
themselves as entitled to everything that they lay their hands upon
without doing any real work in order to get it. You can scarcely won
der that people brought up to think in this fashion seldom develop
into responsible citizens.
A bill to limit alcohol advertising over raido and television has
never been able to come out of the committee stage in either the
House or the Senate. Yet a law was passed with great speed against
the manufacture of switchblade knives. No one would seriously argue
that switchblades constitute a greater incentive to acts of violence than
alcohol. One wonders at the rapidity with which the manufacture of
switchblades was eliminated by law and the inactivity in regard to
the influence of liquor advertising.
What is needed are the spiritual weapons found in the dynamic
Gospel of historic Christianity, the transforming Word of Life, the
Bible. Youth cannot live by the bread of materialism, but "by every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God."
Max Jukes, the atheist, lived a godless life. He married an ungodly
girl, and from this union there were 310 who died as paupers, 150
were criminals, 7 were murderers, 100 were drunkards, and more than
half of the women were prostitutes. His 540 descendants cost the State
one and a quarter million dollars.
But, praise the Lord, it works both ways! There is a record of a
great American man of God, Jonathan Edwards. He lived at the same
time as Max Jukes, but he married a godly girl. An investigation was
made of 1,394 known descendants of Jonathan Edwards of which 13
became college presidents, 65 college professors, 3 United States sena
tors, 30 judges, 100 lawyers, 60 physicians, 75 army and navy officers,
100 preachers and missionaries, 60 authors of prominence, one a vice
president of the United States, 80 became public officials in other
capacities, 295 college graduates, among whom were governors of
states and ministers to foreign countries. His descendants did not cost
the state a single penny. "The memory of the just is blessed" (Prov.
10:7).
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Let's not forget that when the Bible says a man will reap what
he sows there is a good side to that trnth. Scripture says, "He that
soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting" (Gal. 6:7).
Many are the blessings that come to the young man or young girl who
lives a godly life.
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tried to be very careful in the presentation of material in
this series so that you might not be given, in the slightest degree,
a distorted picture. For that reason, our quotations are taken right
from national leaders, not necessarily those who are preachers or
Christian workers, but men who know the situation fust-hand, and
who, too, are doing all in their power to call to the attention of
Americans the destructive, insidious threats that are before us which
exist within.
One of the most respected men in Southern California, who hap
pens to be a truly born-again man, is the Honorable City Attorney
of Los Angeles, Mr. Roger Arnebergh. We're thankful to God that
he is also a member of our Biola Board of Directors. Concerning the
matter of juvenile delinquency, Mr. Arnebergh states, "In consider
ing crime production, we must first recognize that adult criminals
are almost invariably merely juvenile delinquents grown older. There
fore, if we would prevent crime, we must prevent juvenile delin
quency. Throughout the nation, crime is increasing approximately
four times as fast as the population. But the average age of criminals
is decreasing. Today, juvenile delinquency is, in my opinion, our most
critical law enforcement problem."
Mr. Arnebergh continues: "In front of the American Bar Associa
tion, recently Juvenile Judge Minor reported in the very august
journal of that body this word: 'One of the most alarming trends in
the country today is the constant unchecked rise in major acts of
crime by young people.' The statistics are bad enough, but the
examples of crimes committed by youths that Judge Minor cites are
horrible in their very nature. Crime and juvenile delinquency are our
major national problem. They are so menacing our general welfare
that the American people should mobilize every resource to alleviate
this critical condition. Betram Beck, director of the special juvenile
project in the United States, has said: 'The problem of juvenile
delinquency has been underestimated, not overestimated. The juvenile
crime rate is one of our most alarming threats in the nation today.
Our national teenage crime rate has risen 45% in the last five years.
There has never been a parallel to this depravity in the history of
our nation.'" This, my friend, not coming from a theologian, but com
ing rather from a man who understands the difficulties of the times,
a man who has been appointed to a federal office in Washington. The
California Attorney General made this statement: "Sixty per cent of
all violent crimes committed in California are by persons under 21
years of age."
Mr. Arnebergh, our Los Angeles City Attorney, goes on to say,
"Some people claim it is a lack of education. No. Today we spend
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more money on schools than ever before. There is practically no illi
teracy in the United States. Some claim it is poverty. No, that's not
it. We have more material prosperity today than ever before. We
have the highest standard of living in the history of the world and yet
our crime rate continues to increase to an appalling degree and it is
not the boy from the wrong side of the tract that commits all these
crimes. All too often it is the child next door. One of the major causes
of juvenile delinquency is idle time. It's been well said, 'An idle
mind is the devil's workshop.' Then there is the failure to indoctrinate
our children with a sense of responsibility. If a child never learns to
assume a share of the household responsibilities, how can he be ex
pected to assume his share of civic responsibilities when he becomes
an adult. And then there is the lack of discipline. Most crime is a
breakdown of discipline and a revolt against restraint, and unless
from early youth we are taught the necessity of orderly conduct we
can never become adjusted to a complex civilization. There is no
respect for authority." Mr. Arnebergh goes on, "When I see a child
who flouts the authority of his parents and actually tells them off, I
see a future juvenile delinquent, probably a future criminal.
"Finally, the greatest single cause of juvenile delinquency is a
lack of spiritual training. Before we can make substantial progress in
our efforts to curb juvenile delinquency, we must inculcate in our
children a belief in God," Attorney Arnebergh forcefully points out,
"It is interesting to note that one juvenile court judge studied cases
of 8,000 boys and girls under 17 years of age who were involved in
law violations. Of these 8,000 children, only 42 regularly attended
Sunday School, about one out of each 200. And, here is something
further. Not one of the 8,000 had a mother and father who regularly
attended church."
A Harvard Professor, Carle C. Zimmerman, has warned that the
family is rapidly approaching its third violent crisis. The symptoms
are divorce, disloyalty, and unwillingness to asume family responsi
bility. This crisis, Professor Zimmerman declared, will be the third
manifestation of mass disregard of the family in western society. The
first occurred in Greece, the second in Rome, and facing these crises
neither Greek nor Roman civilization was able to survive. The term
"broken home" is well entrenched in today's vocabulary. We use this
as a catch-all for blame. It is a stark explanation for delinquency.
The last ten years have witnessed the destruction of close to 4,000,000
families in the United States, a toll far greater than the toll of war
and the casualty list has included nearly a half million children every
year.
In Los Angeles, the family service director, Richard Stock, com
mented: "Kids learn early how impermanent marriage can be. In
one of the cases we're handling, an eight-year-old girl said to her
mother, 'I suppose you're going to divorce Charles just as you did
Daddy. Who's going to be my next father?'" In New York, a busi28

ness man asked the resident of one of the fast fringe commuter com
munities, "Tell me about those parties. You know, the ones where at
two in the morning the husbands throw their keys in a ring on the
floor and the wives take their pick to see which man they'll go home
with." Now, this has not only happened in New York, but the notor
ious key clubs are also known here in Los Angeles.
Harvard Sociologist, Pitirim Sorokin, stated, "Sexual chastity
ridiculed as a prudish superstition. Nuptial loyalty is stigmatized as
an antiquated hypocrisy."
No wonder we see a constant breakdown of the home, the last
citadel of spiritual defense for this nation, where the national sin of
divorce is so prevalent that many young people no longer know the
joys of a home where both mother and father enjoy the same relation
ship as when they were born. Divorce, one word so easy to pronounce,
and yet which is a scourge and blight on the nation! It seems today
that the paraphrase of the old saying should run, "Marry in haste
and repeat at leisure." Today, the rate has gone as low as to be one
out of every three or four families who are divorced. What a solemn
tragedy!
Communist Russia started out with this contempt for morality.
In its early days the Soviet paraded about free love and openly scorned
the bourgeois convention of marriage. But the years gave the Com
munists a chastening even if philosophy did not. Free love is a heresy
in Russia today, for the realistic rulers of that land have discovered
that no society can be stronger than its families. A new morality has
been nurtured by the state, not born of ideals, but dictated by the
practical need for strength. Today, in Russia, a divorce is still possi
ble, but difficult, and can ruin the career of a rising young Communist.
Correspondent Marguerite Higgins reports, "Just after the revolution,
abortion was legal and a matter of individual choice, now it is punish
able by jail sentence." The Soviet Press administers public reprimands
to Russian celebrities who break up their families or get into scandals.
The publication Soviet Sports thus rapped the knuckles of a top
athlete, "Just because you were a champion in sports does not mean
that you should desert a faithful wife." Ironically, Communist Russia
today wags a moralistic finger at the United States. When the United
States and Soviet agreement on cultural exchanges was announced,
A. A. Kuznetsov, Deputy Chairman of the Soviet State Committee on
cultural relations, somberly warned, "We must keep in mind that
there are a number of peculiarities of American movies and television
which we do not want." Among the peculiarities he listed "sexual
trimmings and downright pornography." China, coming into the
Communist orbit after lessons of practical morality, already has
adopted a stringency which one anthropologist describes as puritan
ism. Dr. Morgan Fried of Columbia University, an authority on Red
China, reports, "There is a distinct spread of monogamy. Communist
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China is encouraging family life with a normal zeal. Its purpose is to
strengthen the social structure."
Anthropologist George T. Murdock, of Yale University, has stated
that marital fidelity is one of the main buttresses of any social struc
ture. Marriage Counselor Lester Dearborn, of Boston, calls it "pro
gressive monogamy, just affairs made legal to avoid bad publicity
and to give a sop to conscience." Dearborn, former president of the
American Association of Marriage Counselors, defined this progressive
monogamy as a way of having several mates, and only one at a time.
The Comedian Jonathan Winters recently returned from Hollywood
with this account of how the children of the stars play house. A little
girl says to her playmates, "I'll be the mother, Billy will be the daddy,
and Freddie can be the divorce lawyer." Concerning all of the current
trends in growing divorce rates, Dr. Rober Elliott Fitch of Berkeley,
rightly evaluates it by declaring, "It simply sinks into the slime."
This is a picture of our nation. What a dark and sobering scene!
What a cause for us to hang our heads in shame! There can be little
doubt that the Communists would rather see nothing else. How tragic
that the best of Southern California we could show Mr. Khrushchev
was merely can-can girls.
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WE FORGET
Leola Littrel
Our God still rules the universe; still keeps
The stars above, the waters in the deeps;
Still clothes the lilies each recurring year,
And when the sparrow falls, He yet is near.
All through the ages He has kept His own,
And only asked allegiance to His throne,
Lest God we might forget.
The seed from whence this mighty nation came
Was man's desire to worship in God's name;
But now from God we've turned our hearts away,
We look to gold for strength and peace today;
Our greedy lust has blotted out God's face,
And left us stumbling through an empty race:
For God we did forget.
O Lord! may grasping fingers loose the hold
That clutches false security of gold;
May we remember that our nation's birth
Once gave a shrine of worship to the earth;
May we with humbled heart, on bended knee,
Still find our perfect leader, Lord, in Thee:
Our God, when we forget.
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